
CALIFORNIA REX;IONAL WATER QUALITY (X)NTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCIS(X) B1l.Y REX;ION

ORDER NO. 88-134

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCIS(X)

REQUIRING THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCIS(X) 'IO CEASE AND DESIST DISCHARGING
WASTE FROM ITS RICHMOND-SUNSET WATER roLlllTION (X)NTROL PlANT AND FROM ITS
SOUI'HWEST OCEAN OUTFAIL (X)NTRARY 'IO EFFIIJENT LIMITATIONS IN ORDER NO. 88-106
(NPDES PERMIT)

The california Regional water Quality COntrol Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(Board) finds that:

1. On July 18, 1984, the Board adopted Order No. 84-45, NPDES Permit No.
CA0037681, prescribing waste discharge requirements for the City and
COunty of San Francisco (city) for its Richmond-sunset water Pollution
COntrol Plant. On June 15, 1988, the Board adopted Order No. 88-106,
revising waste discharge requirements for the City for the same discharge
(Westside Treatment Facility and Southwest ocean OUtfall).

2. On July 18, 1984, the Board adopted Order No. 84-46, requiring the City to
cease and desist discharging waste or threatening to discharge waste
contrary to requirements in Order No. 84-45 and another Board order.

3. The city requested a waiver fram secondary treatment for its Richmond­
Sunset WPCP pursuant to section 301(h) of the Clean water Act in September
1979. The U.S. Envirornnental Protection Agency (EPA) gave its tentative
approval on September 30, 1986. The Board gave final state concurrence by
adopting waste discharge requirements in Order 88-106. EPA Lssued the
301 (h) permit on JUly 7, 1988. The 301(h) permit derives effluent
lilnitations fram the state Board's Water Quality COntrol Plan for Ocean
Waters of california (Ocean Plan, Tables A and B). The permit was stayed
by requests for an EPA evidentiary hearing, which were received during the
33-day appeal period ending August 9. These requests had no effect on the
waste discharge requirements of Order No. 88-106.

4. The city completed its ocean outfall in 1986 and began discharging
Richmond-sunset WPCP effluent to federal waters via the new outfall in
September, 1986. On December 18, 1986, EPA ruled that the Board's waste
discharge requirements for this discharge (Order 84-45) did not apply to
the relocated discharge, and Lssued Administrative Order No. IX-FY87-7.
The Administrative Order set interim effluent lilnitations. The
Administrative Order will automatically expire upon the effective
date of the 301(h) permit, although EPA staff have said they Will rescind
the Administrative Order as soon as the discharger is subject to a state
enforcement order.

5. Section 13301 of the Water Code authorizes the Board to issue a cease and
Desist Order when it finds that a waste discharge is occurring or
threatening to take place in violation of requirements or prohibitions
prescribed by the Regional Board or state Board.








